
Mark vs Luke
A Tale of Mixed Order

Mark 1:16   As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishermen.  17 And Jesus said to 
them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.”  
18 And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him.  19 As he went a little farther,  he saw James son of 
Zebedee and his brother John,  who were in their boat 
mending the nets.  20 Immediately he called them; and 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired 
men, and followed him.

Mark 1:21   They went to Capernaum; and when the 
sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and taught.  22 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them 
as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  23 Just 
then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit,   24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are,  the Holy One of God.”  25 But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”  
26 And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying 
with a loud voice, came out of him.  27 They were all 
amazed,  and they kept on asking one another, “What is 
this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands 
even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”  28 At 
once his fame began to spread throughout the 
surrounding region of Galilee. 

Mark 1:29   As soon as they left the synagogue, they 
entered the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and 
John.  30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a 
fever, and they told him about her at once.  31 He came 
and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the 
fever left her, and she began to serve them. 

Mark 1:32   That evening, at sundown, they brought to 
him all who were sick or possessed with demons.  33 
And the whole city was gathered around the door.  34 
And he cured many who were sick with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and he would not 
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 

Mark 1:35   In the morning, while it was still very dark, 
he got up and went out to a deserted place,  and there he 
prayed.  36 And Simon and his companions hunted for 
him.  37 When they found him, they said to him, 
“Everyone is searching for you.”  38 He answered, “Let 
us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may 
proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came 
out to do.”  39 And he went throughout Galilee, 
proclaiming the message in their synagogues and casting 
out demons.

Luke 4:31   He went down to Capernaum, a city in 
Galilee, and was teaching them on the sabbath.  32 They 
were astounded at his teaching, because he spoke with 
authority.  33 In the synagogue there was a man who had 
the spirit of an unclean demon, and he cried out with a 
loud voice,   34 “Let us alone! What have you to do with 
us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 
know who you are,  the Holy One of God.”  35 But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 
When the demon had thrown him down before them, he 
came out of him without having done him any harm.  36 
They were all amazed and kept saying to one another, 
“What kind of utterance is this? For with authority and 
power he commands the unclean spirits, and out they 
come!”  37 And a report about him began to reach every 
place in the region. 

Luke 4:38   After leaving the synagogue he entered 
Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was 
suffering from a high fever, and they asked him about 
her.  39 Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, 
and it left her. Immediately she got up and began to serve 
them. 

Luke 4:40   As the sun was setting, all those who had any 
who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought 
them to him; and he laid his hands on each of them and 
cured them.  41 Demons also came out of many, 
shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he rebuked 
them and would not allow them to speak, because they 
knew that he was the Messiah. 

Luke 4:42   At daybreak he departed and went into a 
deserted place. And the crowds were looking for him; and 
when they reached him, they wanted to prevent him from 
leaving them.  43 But he said to them, “I must proclaim 
the good news of the kingdom of God to the other cities 
also; for I was sent for this purpose.”  44 So he continued 
proclaiming the message in the synagogues of Judea. 

Luke 5:1   Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake 
of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to 
hear the word of God,  2 he saw two boats there at the 
shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and 
were washing their nets.  3 He got into one of the boats, 
the one belonging to Simon,  and asked him to put out a 
little way from the shore. Then he sat down and taught 
the crowds from the boat.  4 When he had finished 
speaking,  he said to Simon,  “Put out into the deep water 
and let down your nets for a catch.”  5 Simon answered, 
“Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing.  Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.”  6 
When they had done this, they caught so many fish that 
their nets were beginning to break.  7 So they signaled 
their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began 
to sink.   8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a 
sinful man!”  9 For he and all who were with him were 
amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken;  10 and so 
also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were 
partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not 
be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.”  11 
When they had brought their boats to shore, they left 
everything and followed him. 

Note that immediately following Mark 1:39 
is the story of the cleansing of the Leaper.  
It is paralleled in Luke 5:12-16


